Rib fractures as a cause of immediate neonatal tachypnoea.
Two macroscopic term neonates are described who presented with uncomplicated tachypnoea immediately following vaginal delivery. The tachypnoea was not associated with lung injury, metabolic, endocrine or cardio-respiratory disease but with multiple unilateral posterior rib fractures. The neonatologist should be aware that neonatal tachypnoea immediately after vaginal term delivery, especially in macrosomic infants, may be caused by the pain of fractured ribs. The diagnosis can be made only by careful inspection of the ribs on chest X-ray.